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The Facts About the Torres Strait Seawalls 

 

The Torres Strait Island Regional Council (TSIRC) has issued a Fact Sheet in response to a number of queries 

it has received regarding the $26.2 million Torres Strait Seawalls project.  Entitled ‘Your Questions Answered’ 

the Fact Sheet aims to provide an accurate and timely overview of the project to community members and 

the broader public. 

 

According to Mayor Fred Gela, the Fact Sheet has been produced as part of an ongoing communications 

strategy developed by TSIRC to keep communities and other stakeholders actively involved in the project. 

 

“We are building these seawalls for the long term protection of the people and infrastructure in the most at-

risk communities,” Mayor Gela said. “They have a huge stake in the design, implementation and ultimate 

success of the project, so it’s important we seek their input and feedback at every step of the process. This 

Fact Sheet is just one of the communication methods we have - and will be - adopting, and responds to some 

of the questions we have received during our community visits since the project was first announced.” 

 

The Torres Strait Seawalls project is jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments to 

increase coastal protection at Saibai, Boigu, Iama, Poruma, Masig and Warraber. In the 1980s these 

communities built their own seawalls in an attempt to hold back the tidal inundation, but today the old walls 

are failing and the islands are being flooded on an annual basis – sometimes more frequently.  

 

“The Seawalls project is the absolute priority for these communities,” Mayor Gela said.  “It has taken many 

months of planning and discussions at all levels of community and government, and we are now on the verge 

of starting construction so we need to make sure everyone is on the same page and has the same facts at 

their fingertips.” 

 

The funding has been provided by the Australian Government ($12m), the Queensland Government ($12m) 

and the Torres Strait Regional Authority ($2.2m).  Construction work is due to start at Saibai and Poruma 

soon, with work at other communities rolling out in 2015 and 2016. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Pat McGuire, Executive Manager, Engineering Services 

Torres Strait Island Regional Council 

Ph:  (07) 4048 6301  email:  pat.mcguire@tsirc.qld.gov.au 

 

Copy of Torres Strait Seawalls Fact Sheet is attached 
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